
Bucks Birders Blog Vol. 1, Issue 7 

 

Kestrel Banding in Bucks County 

 

This summer in Bucks County, 314 newly hatched kestrels received a uniquely numbered federal 

bird band which they will wear the rest of their lives. Two Bucks County residents, Devich 

Farbotnik and Steve Benningfield have built, installed, and maintained kestrel boxes for many 

years before I showed up a decade ago to assist with banding the nestlings. 

 

Devich is a subpermittee under my banding license but operates pretty much independently (and 

with lightning speed). He maintains over 90 boxes and had over 70 kestrel pairs lay eggs this year. 

Devich singlehandedly banded 256 nestlings in June and July. The majority of Devich's boxes are 

located north of route 202. 

 

Steve and I operate together (at a much slower pace) and were very pleased that 14 of our 22 boxes 

had young and kept us busy banding 58 nestlings. Most of our boxes are south of route 202 and 

north of Newtown. I'm sure there are other volunteers throughout the county who have built nesting 

boxes and host kestrels on their property as well, so I'm hoping there are many more success stories 

out there. 

 

Installing boxes is just one way to help the declining kestrel population, but it is certainly not a 

panacea. When those kestrels leave the box about four weeks after hatching, they face their most 

dangerous challenges. They're inexperienced flyers and hunters and the vast majority will not make 

it through their first year. We must take action to help preserve habitat and educate and advocate 

against the use of environmental toxins. Occasionally we will find adult kestrels dead in the box 

with eggs underneath them. When there is no sign of predation, poisoning or avian viruses are the 

prime suspects. While 317 new kestrels is great news, let us support actions and policies that 

improve their survival rates. It is so encouraging when we get reports that "our" nestlings were 

encountered as adult parents in boxes near their birthplaces in Bucks County or across the river in 

central New Jersey. 
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